25:2	f	GUIDE TO  CALCUTTA.
The despatch found Clive seated at the card table.   On
the back of it, Clive wrote :—
Dear Forde,
Fight them immediately.   1 will send you the order in council
to-morrow.
On November 25th, the Dutch, led by Roussell, a Fvench
soldier of fortune, advanced across a treeless plain against
the English who were well covered by a pond and deep
ditch, as well as protected by a mango grove on the left.
"The action was short, bloody, and decisive. In half an hour the
enemy were completely defeated and put to flight, leaving 120 Euro-
peans and 200 Malays dead on the field. 150 Europeans and as many
Malays wounded, whilst Colonel Roussell and 14 other officers, 350 Euro-
peans, flfad 200 Malays, werr.made prisoners. The troop of horse and the
JJawab's cavalry which latter did nothing during the action—were very
useful in pursuing the fugitives afterwards, which they did with such
effect that only 14 of the enemy escaped and reached Chinsurah. The
loss of the English on this occasion was comparatively trifling." Broome:
History of the Bengal Army, p. 270.
It is a striking instance of the rapidity with which land-
marks disappear in Bengal that it is by no means easy to
fix the scene of the village of Biddera on which Porde's
right rested on this memorable occasion.
"In Renell's map a drawn sword is shown on the east bank of the
Saraswati, a little north-west of Chandernagore with the date 1759.
This must refer to the battle of Biddera. The map is dated 1781, only
22 years after the bat tie, and no doubt the spot so shown is the actual
field of the battle. Probably the Saraswati irself was the broad and
deep ditch, which threw the Dutch into confusion." Lieutenant-Colonel
Crawford : Op. c#., p. 34.
It is worth noting that the Buddery of the old pilot's
maps is the later BMera, and Buddery is identified by
Colonel Yule with the modern Bhadrewsar.
After having been more than once seized and again
restored, Chinaurah was finally ceded to England, in
return for Fort Maryborough and Sumatra, under the treaty
dated London, March 17, 1824, the English withdrawing
their protest against the Dutch occupation of Bencoolen
aad the Dutch theirs against the English occupation of
Singapore.
"The Old Fort and Government House at Chinsurah were soon after
demolished to make room for a splendid range of barracks capable of

